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U.Se PROMISES TO STUDY RELIEF OF OCCUPATION BURDEN. In the beginning 
of August the American Chargé d'Affaires in Vienna handed Austrian 
Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber the U.S. Government's reply to the 

note of March 7, 1950, in which the Austrian Government requested the 
occupation powers to alleviate the burden of occupation. The U.S. 

reply reiterated that the United States continued to favor the signing 
of the State Treaty, and that Austria could regain its full sovereignty 
only on the basis of a Four-Power agreement and the withdrawal of all 
occupation forces from the country. The American Government therefore 
regarded all measures taken in compliance with the Austrian request not 
as a substitute for the State Treaty, but rather as constructive steps 
toward the fulfillment of the 1946 Control Agreement, according to 
which unrestricted control of state affairs was to be transferred to 
the Austrian Government as quickly as possible. The U.S. note further 
stressed that since the beginning of the occupation the American Gove 
ernment had made every effort to alleviate the burdens imposed upon 
Austria and, in the absence of Four-Power agreements, had taken the 
initiative in adopting measures to make Austria's lot an easier one to 
beare The note concluded that the Austrian Government could rest 
assured that its proposals were the subject of continuous and exten- 
sive consideration and that, in so far as possible, measures would be 
taken along the lines suggested. In so far as these proposals affected 
problems which could only be solved by Four-Power agreements, the 
United States Government would press for such accords in order to bring 
about the greatest possible alleviation of the burden of occupation. 





+ 


NEW U.S» HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRIA. President Truman has appointed 
Ambassador Walter J. Donnelly Envoy Pxtraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States to Austria and concurrently U.S. High 
Commissioner for Austria. The designation of Ambassador Donnelly is 
based on a decision of the three Western Foreign Ministers at their 
London meeting of May 18, 1950 "to proceed at an early date to appoint 
civilian High Commissioners in Austria in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Article 9 of the control agreement of June 28, 1946.” 

Ambassador Donnelly is a career diplomat who has had a long and 
distinguished record of service in Canada and Latin America. For the 
past four years he has served as U.Se Ambassador to Venezuela. He is 
by training an economic expert and came to the fore as a specialist in 
international trade. Ambassador Donnelly will succeed Mr. John Ge 
Erhardt, now Ambassador to the Union of South Africa, as Minister to 
Austria, and Lt. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, who will retire in October, as 
High Commissionere U.S. occupation forces will be commanded by Maj. 
Gene Leroy Irwin. 








CHANCELLOR FIGL WELCOMES CULTURAL EXCHANGE WITH U.S. At a reception 
of the AustroeAmerican Society in Vienna, which was also attended by 
U.S. High Commissioner Lt. Gene Geoffrey Keyes, Chancellor Leopold 
Figl held a speech in which he pointed out that as a consequence of 
World War II other countries were becoming better acquainted with 
Austria and her people. This was taking place, however, in the form 
of a military occupation and Dr. Figl said that he could not help but 
saving that "we would welcome the Americans more enthusiastically as 
tourists, scientists and businessmen”. Nevertheless, since 1945 thou- 
sands of American citizens had had the opportunity to acquaint them~ 
selves with Austria, to witness her people's love of freedom and to 
acknowledge the Democratic spirit with which they had reestablished 
their country. The Austrian Chancellor then paid tribute to the many- 
sided efforts of the Austro-American Society to promote deeper under- 
Standing not only between both nations but also between man and mane 
In closing, Dr. Figl said: "The supreme ideal of Americans and 
Austrians alike is the respect of human rights in all their actions. 
We passionately aspire to attain our complete freedom, not because we 
glorify the State as an institution, but because humanity and culture 
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are in our blood. That is why the exchange of cultural, political and 
economic ideas must always remain at the head of all efforts under- 
taken by the Austro-American Society.” , 
RUSSTAN OCCUPATION FORCES BAN SOCIALIST LEAFLETS ON KOREAN WAR. Soviet 
occupation authorities in Lower Austria have ordered the confiscation 
of leaflets on the war in Korea which the Socialist Party has been 
distributing in that province. The leaflets had pointed out that 

while Communist trcops were unleashing the war in Korea Austrian Com- 
munists were collecting signatures for peace resolutionse In some in-~ 
stances Russian authorities even conducted house-to-house searches and 
interrogations. The "Arbeiter-Zeitung" protested against these meas~ 
ures by the Soviet occupation authorities in the following terms: "The 
occupation power has no right to interfere with the political educa- 
tion campaigns of Austrian parties, all the less so since the leaflet 
makes no mention whatsoever of the Soviet Union. As is known, the 
Soviet Union has formally stated that it had nothing to do with the 

wear in Korea. Why then does it order the confiscation cf a leaflet 
which does not affect Soviet-Russian interests?” 





PURGE IN AUSTRIAN COMMUNIST PARTY FORESHADOWED. Ata district cone 
ference of the Austrian Comiunist Party in Bruck-an-der-Mur, in Styria, 
early in August, Friedl Fuernberg, General Secretary of the party, 
announced the dismissal of three local party leaderse Many Communists 
in the province of Styria had fought with Marshal Tito against the 
Nazis during the late ware in his speech the General Secretary of the 
Austrian Communist Party declared, among other things, that there was 
no place in the party for members " who lack unflinching faith in the 
Sovist Union". In this connection he called for the "unmasking of, | 
and ruthless opposition to, the Fascist Tito clique and its agents, 

as well as the removal of all degenerate elements from the party”. 





PROMINENT WRITERS RESICN FROM AUSTRIAN “PEACE COUNCIL". The Vienna 
daily, “Die Presse, reports tnat as a result of the Cormunist agpres- 
sion against South Korea Professor Franz Theodor Csokor, the well 
known writer and President of the Austrian Club, has also announced 
his resignation from the Communist-controlled Austrian "Peace Council". 
Some time ago, the prominent Austrian physicist and pacifist, Pro- 
fessor Thirring, was expelled from the so-called "Peace Council” and 
was the subject of bitter attacks in the Communist press because he 
had withdrawn his prepared speech to the Cultural Congress recently 
held in West Berlin as a result of the outbreak of hostilities in 
Koreae Shortly thereafter, the writer Alexander Sacher-Masoch, Secre- 
tary of the Austrian Pen Club, announced his resignation from the 
council. 





HITLER'S BIRTHPLACE RETURNED TO FORMER OWNERS. The "Neve Wiener Tages- 
zeitung’ reports that the Supreme Court of Linz recently handed down 

a decision according to which the house in which Hitler was born will 
revert back to the heiress of its former owners, the Pommer family. 
After the annexation of Austria by the National Socialists, ex-Reichs- 
leiter Martin Borman had acquired the house from the former owners for 
the sum of 150,000 Reichsmark. The hearing of the case in the Linz 
court, however, produced evidence that the sale had been promoted 

under pressure. 


300,000 EASTERN EUROPEAN JEWS HAVE EMIGRATED TO ISRAEL VIA AUSTRIA. 
Some interesting facts about the emigration of Jews from Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe to Israel, via Austria, were released at a recent 
press conference which was held on the occasion of the closing of the 
Israel Immigration Office in Linz. Since the end of the war, a total 
of about 300,000 Jews from Eastern and Southeastern Europe, or about 
one third of the Jewish populetion remaining in those areas, have emi- 
grated abroad via Austria. Of these, 125,000 have already arrived in 
Israel. Although more than 36,000 Jewish refugees were still in Aus- 
tria on May 15, it has been possible to dissolve 11 camps since then. 
The number of foreign Jews still remaining in the country has decreased 
to 11,000. Of these, about 4,380 are still living in camps in the 
American zone; of the four to five thousand Jewish refugees living in 
Vienna, only 1,360 are still in campse About two thirds of the ré- 
fugees still remaining in Austria wish to emigrate to the United 
States, Canada or Australias Some 3000 are scheduled to leave for 
Israele The movement of emigrants across Austria is expected to come 
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to an end by the close of 1951. On the other hand, Israel authorities 
jo not assume that any notable portion of the eight to ten thousand 
justrian Jews in the country, most of whom are old people, intend to 
emigrate abroade About 50,000 Jews of Austrian extraction are now 
living in Israel. The Chief of the Central Palestine Agency in Vienna 
took the occasion to state that both the Austrian as well as the 

,llied authorities had done everything they could to facilitate his 
nission in Austria. 


1250 AUSTRIANS EMIGRATED DURING FIRST HAIF OF 1950. During the first 
Smonths of this year, Austrian authorities {Issued 1250 passports to 
justrians who obtained positions abroad. About 1,000 Austrians went 
to the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg, France, England, Italy and 
Switzerland, on the strength of work contracts of several years' 
durations’ Only 250 Austrians emigrated to overseas areas. 





1950-1952 INVESTMENT PROGRAM IN AUSTRIA. In the last issue of 
"Austrian Information” we started publication ef a summary of the 
1950-1952 investment program, drawn up by the Austrian Federal Governe 
ment and submitted to ECA authorities by Dr. Wilhelm Taucher during 
his recent visit to Washington. Following is the second part of this 
eovprd | which will be concluded in the next issue of "Austrian In- 
mation e 





VIII) Metal Industries. 





Planned investments (net investments totalling about 170 mil- 
lion schillings, of which counterpart funds 131 millions) are aiming 
at the dsvelopment and rationalization of the production of copper, 
lead, zinc, antimony, cadmium and molybdenum; at an increase of the 
aluminum output and an augmentation, amelioration and lowering of 
costs of the producticn of semi-finished metal goods. Thereby Austria 
would be able to save about 123 million schillings in nonferrous metal 
imports and to raise exnorts by 47 millions. 


IX) Electric and Cable Industry. 





Austria's electrical and cable industry is of decisive impor- 
tance, in particular for the execution of the power and telecommnuni- 
eation programme as well as for the improvement of the trade balance, 
since the articles of this branch have always found a ready market 
abroad. Relatively modest sums (120 millions in total, 50 per cent 
of which in counterpart funds) ere needed to rationalize some of the 
most important plants especially in electrical industry. These in- 
vestments will raise production by some 350 million schillings, ex- 
ports by 150 millions and reduce imports by 30 ~ 40 million schillings. 


X) Secondary Iron and Metal Industries. 





This sector comprises foundries, the engineering industry, loco- 
motive industry and iron and metal goods manufacture. All these in- 
dustries have particularly suffered from war and post-war events. On 
the other hand, they constitute one of the mest important factors of 
Austria's foreign and internal economye Investments planned are to 
enable those industries to increase their capacity as soon as possible 
and to compete on foreign mariketse Total net investment: 470 mil- 
lion schillings, 50 per cent of which are to be furnished by counter- 
part fundse Estimated export increase: 342 million schillings, im- 
port savings about 38 million schillings. 


XI) Chemical Industry. 





The Austrian chemical industry figures among the most important 
economic branches of the country; natural and commercial conditions 
are extremely favourable to further the development of some very pro- 
mising sectors of chemical production. In view of this, existing 
plants are to be rationalized and expanded and new plants to be erect- 
ed partly in order to complete existing productions by adding new 
lines of production and partly in order to utilize existing raw mate- 
rial resources in line with the economic structure of the country. 
Planned investments amount to 510 million schillings at least 160 mil- 
lions of which are to be covered by counterpart funds. 
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11) Textile Industry. 





The manufacture of textiles is one of Austria's oldest estab- 
ished industries. It comprises a variety ef most promising lines of 
yvoductione Although the textile industries are now working toa 
srge extent for the home market, renewal and modernization are justi- 
‘ed by the natural and commercial conditions of the country and will 
o9¢ only raise the standard of living and help to maintain the highest 
sssible level of employment, but also re-establish the traditional ex- 
srt possibilities of Austrian textiles (Austrian fashion goods!). At 
ne same time the domestic raw material basis will be enlarged and the 
roduction of semi-finished and finished goods expanded in order to ree 
noe the deficit in the trade balance by 425 million on the import and 
y 200 millions on the export side. For reaching this target invest- 
ents of 685 millions are necessary; 240 millions of which are to come 
ron counterpart funds. 


III) Paper and Pulp Industry. 





Conditions for the development of a paper and pulp industry 
sve always been very favourable since the necessary raw materials and 
nergy are amply available. Therefore, this industry has for decades 
een one Of the most important suppliers of foreign exchange. Ration- 
lization and modernization of the existing plants will improve the 
alance of payments after 1952 by about 20 million dollars. For that 
urposeé investments for about 985 million schillings are necessary; 
he counterpart aid shculd be 49C million schillings. 


(IV) Glass Industry. 





This industry is represented in Austria by a relatively small 
roup of firms, but production and export cenditions are very favour- 
poles Therefore, further investments are intended in order to expand 
ind rationalize existing possibilities and to take up new lines of pro- 
fuctione The capital needed amsunts to 41 million schillings, 25 mil- 
fons of which are to be expected from counterpart fundse The planned 
nvestments will permit an annual increase of production by about 50 
illion schillings, an import saving of 7.8 million schillings, while 
xports will be raised by 58 million sckillings. 


RP AID FOR TYROL'S INDUS’RY. A number of important industrial plants 
nthe Tyrol have received Jarge-scale credits from the ERP Special 
count for modernization of their machinery, according to a report in 
ne Viennese nevso.per "Die Presse". ‘'t2 Montan-Werke in Brixlegg re-~ 
eived 1,0C00,00C schillingzs for the modsrnization of its installations, 
the Tyrol Glass Weeks 700,000 schillings for the expansion and improve- 
ent of its facilities, and the Biochemie A.G. in Fundl 1,000,0C0 
ciulllings as an acvance payment for the erection of plants to produce 
thermostable penicii?ine The Municipal Works of Innsbruck received 
800,000 schillin:ss for the expansion sf the city's slectricity plant 
ind the erection of a gas pliant. Four million schillings were alio« 
ated for the construction of the Duerrach power plant at the Aachen- 
ee and 32 million for the Gerlos power plant. The Tyrol textile in- 
ustry was also extended credits: thus 1,100,000 schillings were ad- 
fanced to the cotton spinning mill in Nassereiths; part of this sum was 
tlso allocated to ea Vorarlberg mill. 





USTRIAN ACHIEVEMENTS AT THE FIRST UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
‘ATR IN CHICAGO 1950. Ina special effort to increase her exports to 
the United States, Austria has participated at the First United States 
ternational Trade Fair in Chicago with 110 Austrian firms. But the 
‘air has not only been most valuable for the Austrian exhibitors giving 
‘tem an opportunity 40 study and reenter the American market but has 
Elso demonstrated to the more than 300,000 visitors that Austrian 
‘andicraft and Austrian industries are back in the world market with 
‘heir high quality merchandise which hag not been available in the 
‘ited States since 1938. 

Knitted wear, embroideries, blouses, leather goods, ceramics, 
flassware, handicrafts, silver goods, motorcycles, bycicles, skis, 
wnting rifles and also wines, beers and liquors have attracted great 
‘interest from the public and from buyers from the United States, Canada, 
‘trmany, Venezuela, Colombia, Puerto Rico and Haitie However, the 
Ost important fact is that 80% of the orders taken are for sample 
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shipments for the establishment of future long term business relations. 
About one hundred sample orders have been placed, in addition to 
several hundreds of new business contacts which have been established. 

The display of the Austrian exhibition booths have earned high 
praise from the management of the Fair. 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES EXPORT ORDERS. In the future, the - 
justrian State will guarantee coverage of export orders up toa total 
gmount of 500 million schillings, on the basis of legislation in- 
cluded in the Export Promotion Law which was voted by the Austrian 
Parliament before its summer recess. 

The “Oesterreichische Kontrollbank A.G.” will act as trustee and 
executive organ of the state in carrying out these provisions of the 
lawe The guarantee extended to exporters will presumably be limited 
to only 80% of the invoice value of the merchandise and will apply 
only to long term transactions (6 months to a year). The exporter 
will have to pay, as credit charges for discounting the export draft, 
34 more than the bank rate in effect at the time; today, this would 
amount to 6=1/2% per annum. The regulations governing the state's 
guarantee on export orders will go into effect in the immediate fu- 
ture e 





AUSTRIAN EXPORTS INCREASED IN JUNE. Austrian exports have increased 
from 490 million schillings in May to 521 million schillings in June, 
according to a report of the Austrian Central Office of Statistics. 
Imports decreased from 651 million schillings in May to 567 million 
schillings in June. Austria's passive trade balance was therefore 
reduced from 161 million schillings in May to 46 million schillings in 
Juneée Commodities imported under the Narshall Plan are not included 
in these figures. 





AUSTRIAN SAWED TIMBER EXPORTS DOUBLED. The volume of Austrian exe 
ports of sawed timber during the first half of 1950 was almost double 
that of the same period last year; during the first 6 months of this 
year Austria exported 1,050,980 cubic meters (1 m° = 35,31 cubic feet) 
of coniferous sawed timber. According to figures available to date, 
it is expected that the volume of sawed timber exported this year will 
exceed the pre-war (1937) level of 1,443,792 cubic meters, for the 
first time since the ware Almost 50% of thé sawed timber exports 
during the first half of 1950 went to Italy, about 21% to Triaste 

and 10.9% to the Netherlands. 





GREAT SUCCESS OF DORNBIRN EXPORT FAIR. The second Dornbirn Export 
Fair at Dornbirn, Vorarlberg, closed on August 7, after having been 
visited by 180,000 persons. Almost all of the participating firms 
expressed satisfaction with the volume of sales effected. Dornbirn 
is the center of Vorarlberg's textile industry. As of next year, the 
sponsors of the Dornbirn Export Fair are planning to expand the popular 
commercial exhibition into an all-European textile fair of interna- 
tional importance. The proposed textile fair will not be restricted 
to the comparatively narrow fields of spinning and weaving, but will 
include all branches connected with the textile industry, such as 
textile machinery etc. 





FIRST AUSTRIAN AUTOMATIC LOON. The first Austrian fully-automatic 
loom for weaving cotton, linnen, jute, artificial fiber and mixed 
yarns was exhibited at the Export Fair in Dornbirn, Vorarlberg. This 
loom, a product of the Ruesch-Werke (Dornbirn), is a sturdy and very 
efficient machine, with which light to medium-weight goods up to 500 
grams per square meter can be wovene Its novel construction combines 
the latest features of modern looms constructed abroad with the 
special experience gained by the Austrian textile industry. The new 
loom found many buyers as soon as it wae put on display. 


AUSTRIAN ELECTRIC POWER OUTPUT INCREASED. After this year's con- 
struction program is completed, the electric capacity of Austria's 
power stations will be increased by 900 million kilowatt-hours, 
according to a recent statement by the Austrian Minister of Trans- 
portation and Nationalized Industries Waldbrunner. This means that 
Austria's power output is expected to reach 5.2 billion kwe-hrs. in 
1951. The progress achieved at the Kaprun plant is particularly 
Satisfactory. Since May 15, the Limberg Dam has been enlarged by 
90,000 cubic meters (1 cubic meter equals 35.3 cubic feet) and has 
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,lready reached a height of 70 meters (about 230 feet). The accumula- 
tor will be completed by the middle of 1951. Another very important, 
mut still little known power station is the Reisseck plant in Carin- 
thia, on the construction of which 1,200 workers are engaged. In 

gobout two months the first generator of this station is expected to go 
into operation. The powerhouse of the steam power station of Sankt 
jndrae, which is being built in the brown coal district of the Lavant 
Valley in Carinthia, is expected to be completed by the end of this 
yeale 


DANUBE COAL SHIPMENTS DOUBLED SINCE LAST YEAR. The volume of coal 
shipments from the Ruhr moved on the Danube from Regensburg to Linz 
reached 627,000 tons during the first half of 1950, as compared to 
314,000 tons during the first half of 1949. These periods are not 
quite comparable inasmuch as in 1949 shipments only started on March 
7, whereas this year there was no interruption. The daily average, 
however, has increased from 2,150 tons to 2,960 tons. Danube ship- 
nents to Austria, other than coal, are still on a small scale, but 
present a certain interest when compared to the volume of such ship- 
rents in previous years. Worthy of note was this year's shipment of 
3,700 tons of bar iron from Belgium and Luxemburg. Yugoslavia's 
shipping activity has been an important factor in the increase of 
traffic at the Danube port of Linz in Upper Austria. In July, Yugo- 
slav ships brought about 3,000 tons of grinding (abrasive) wood to 
Linze Of much greater scope, however, are the Ugoslav shipments to 
sermanye 





AUSTRIAN POSTAL ACTIVITIES IN 1949. The report of the Austrian Post 
and Telegraph Aaministration for 1949 reveals a number of interesting 
facts and figures about the country's postal and telegraphic services. 
In 1949 the administration handled about 425,000,000 domestic letters, 
some 26,500,0C0O incoming letters from abroad and nearly 32,000,000 
sent abroad. More than 5,861,000 air mail letters were sent abroad 
and about 3,860,000 air mail letters received from abroad. In addi- 
tion, 505,500 outgoing packages and 765,100 incoming packages were 
also dispatched. The Telegraph Division forwarded 3,000,000 domestic 
telegrams and 708,200 that were sent abroad. The Telephone Division 
registered almost 203 million minutes of domestic conversation and 
2,790,839 minutes of international calls, the greatest number of which 
were with Switzerland. More than 1 billion 550 million schillings 
went through the mails in the form of postal money orders. In 1949 
the Post and Telegraph Administration had 39,775 employees, or about 
18,000 less than in April 1945. The balance for the year 1949 closed 
with a deficit of 17C,000 million schillings; this sum, however, in- 
cludes investments of nearly 110 million schillings. 





MODERNIZATION OF VIENNA'S RAILROAD STATIONS. The Austrian Federal 
Administration is now intensively at work on the execution of a large~ 
scale plan to expand and modernize the various Vienna railroad sta- 
tions which suffered extensive damage during the ware Most advanced 
is the reconstruction work at the West station (Westbahnhof), where a 
spacious new waiting hall is being built. Meanwhile, the first draft 
of the new Sued-Ostbahnhof has elso been completed; in this plan the 
Federal Railroad Administration contemplates a consolidation of the 
South and East stations, so as to handle passenger traffic headed in 
two different directions in a single, large and modern hall between 
the two stations. The North station (Nordbahnhof) will again revert 
to a passenger station after the reconstruction work now in progress 
on both the station and the bridge (Nordbahnhofbruecke) is completed 
early in 1952. The Northwest station (Nordwestbahnhof) will then be 
modernized and expanded to become Vienna's central freight station. 





VIENNA AS A CENTER OF TOURIST ATTRACTION. A gratifying number of 
tourists have come to Vienna during the first half of 1950. Almost 
443,000 overnight reservations were made by some 130,000 visitors, 
whose average stay in the city extended for five days. Compared to 
last year's figures for the same six-month period, the number of 
foreign tourists increased by almost 100%. In April of this year -- 
the most active tourist month since the end of the war -- no less than 
10,399 foreign tourists arrived in Vienna. Of the 10,108 foreigners 
visiting Vienna in June, the greatest number, namely 1752, came from 
Italy; second in size was the Swiss contingent, with 1717 tourists. 
The number of American tourists during the month reached the post-war 
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yecord total of 1624. On the other hand, the number of tourists from 
the neighboring People's Democracies continued tio decline. In June, 
only 151 Hungarians and 53 Czechs visited Vienna. The number of 
tourists visiting Vienna during the first half of this year amounted 
to about 70% of the figures for the year 1937. 


FIRST REPORT OF SALZBURG FESTIVAL SUCCESS. Dre Klaus, Governor of the 
Province of Salzburg, declared at a press conference that within the 
first week alone, from July 27 to August 5, 10,257 people had attended 
the Salzburg Festival which concluded on August 31. This figure com- 
pares favorably with the 6,098 persons who came to the Festival last 
yeare This increase of slightly more than 68% in Festival attendance 
is due almost exclusively to the greater number of visitors from abe 
roade The number of Americans increased from 295 for the same period 
last year to 851 this year. The number of visitors from Great Britain 
increased from 159 to 5103; those from France, from 79 to 3103; those 
from the Netherlands, from 35 to 2623 those from Denmark, from 27 to 
517; those from Western Germany, from 248 to 478 and those from Switzere 
land, from 520 to 1159. 

On the festive occasion which opened the Festival, U.S. High Come 
missioner It. Gen. Keyes said that for 30 years the Salzburg Festivals 
had been a symbol to the entire world for the Austrian people's ene 
deavor to stimulate and satisfy through their art the good instincts 
in mane 





FAMOUS AUSTRIAN ARTISTS RETURN TO AUSTRIA. After an absence of 12 
years, the famous Austrian operetta composer, Ralph Benatzky, returned 
to St. Wolfgang in the Salzkammergut, which he made famous the world 
over with his operetta “Im Weissen Roessl” ("The White Horse Inn"), 
Benatzky spent the war years in the United States and since 1945 has 
spent most of his time in Switzerland. The Municipal Council of Ste 
Wolfgang decided to bestow the town's Honorary Citizenship on Mr. Be- 
natzky, who has agreed to conduct his own compositions on the occasion 
of great festivities to be held at the Wolfgangseee 

On August 1, the well-known Trapp Singers arrived in their Salz- 
burg homeland for their first visit in 12 years. Several thousand 
people had gathered at the station to greet the nine singers and their 
conductor Franz Wasner, The famous family gave several highly popular 
concerts at the Mozarteum and on the Domplatz. 





MARGIT BCKOR MEMORIAL FUND OF CCLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. A committee of 
friends of Margit Bokor, eminent artist and outstanding personality, 
who died of carcer some months ago in New York, have established the 
Margit Bokor Memorial Fund of Columbia University. The fund will be 
administered by the Trustees of Columbia University, one half going 

to the new Institute of Cancer Kesearch of Columbia University which 
has been built by the City of New York and taken over by the Univer-~ 
sity on August 30th, 1950. The income on the other half will go to 
the “Margit. Bokor Foundation” in Austria, an organization bringing 
help to cancer stricken artists and their needy families. Dr. Ludwig 
Kleinwaechter, the Austrian linister to the United States, Mrs. Louise 
Lefferts Down, Mrse John G. Jackson, Thomas J. Parkinson, Bruno Walter 
and Thomas Je Watson belong to the executive committee. The address 
of the fund is 393 Seventh Avenue, Room 707, New York le Checks may 
be made out to "Columbia University - Bokor Fund". Donations are tax 
deductible. 





FURTWAENGLER TO CONDUCT IN VIENNA AGAIN. Early in August, Wilhelm 
Yurtwaengler wrote the chairman of the Vienna Philharmonic, Prof. Rue 
dolf Hanzl, that this coming season too he would conduct a number of 
subscription concerts of the Vienna Philharmonic, including the annual 
Nikolai Concerte The announcement squelched the rumors current in 
Vienna during the past weeks that Furtwaengler would not conduct in 
Vienna because of certain differences of opinion with leading musical 
personalities. 





AUSTRIAN COMEDIAN HANS MOSER CELEBRATES 7OTH BIRTHDAY. The well-known 
Austrian comedian, Hans Moser, who successfully toured North and South 
America last year, celebrated his 70th birthday in August. Thousands 
of birthday greetings from all over the world reached him in Basel 
where he is working on a picture produced by a Swiss-Austrian-German 
companye , 
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NEW AUSTRIAN STAMPS. The Austrian Postal Administration will issue 
a OO-groschen commemorative on Septembor 27, 1950, in memory of the 
100th anniversary of the death of the Austrian inventor, Josef 
YVadersperger, who made a decisive contribution to the invention of 
the sewing machine. Early in October a special pnhilatelic issue, 
consistirg of three values, will be issued on the occasion of the 
30th anniversary of the Carinthian Plebiscite, in which the people 
of Southern Carinthia proclaimed their allegiance to Austria after 
the first World War. 



















AUSTRIA IN INTERNATIONAL SOCCER COMPETITION. After the sensational 
success of the Austrian National Soccer Team against those of Hungary 
and ltaly, groatest interest is already being shown for the intere- 
natfonal matches the Austrian team is scheduled to play this fall. 
Arter the match with Yugoslavia on October 8 in Vienna, with Hungary 
on October 22 in Budapest, and with Denmark on November 5 in Vienna, 
the Austrian team will meet its greatest challenge of the season on 
December 6 in Glasgow, when it will play Scotland. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 








= 2 SiN32 2 


a 
ad 


<oeiscd. 
Sivis ao 


Oauinn 








"A °N ‘ZI 480A MAN 
ANNAAVY HLlsaIsa 6OG 
IWUANAS ALVINSNOO NVIYLSNV 








,-S ye SS ctectcta ee @ Jt 
C9ooonrn py P Oo Oe itt 
| OoOovonuo#, a iS 


es 


Q 
oO 
ry 





